I $ LIFE IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA

AcTiviTy ldeas: Warfare & Empire

Discuss the Issues
(Subject Areas: Social Studies, Science)

Changing the natural environment can become a source of conflict between some groups
within a society. Discuss with students how using the rivers for irrigation caused conflict
between the Sumerian city-states. What ways, other than warfare, might the Sumerians have
used to solve this problem?

The Assyrians and Babylonians relocated conquered peoples, moving them far away
from their homelands. Discuss how this policy compares with the United States government’s
historic removal of Native Americans from their homelands to reservations. Were the reasons
for these removals similar? How are they different?

Do Some Research
(Subject Areas: Soczal Studies, Research)

Have students research how today’s armies compare with those of ancient times. For
example, we still have cavalry and infantry. How are they different or similar? Ask students
to compare and contrast ancient weapons and uniforms with those of today.
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